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delete from the scope of work a par-
ticular task that is deemed by NIST to
be inappropriate for support against
the evaluation criteria. NIST also re-
serves the right to reject a proposal
where information is uncovered that
raises a reasonable doubt as to the re-
sponsibility of the proposer. The final
approval of selected proposals and
award of assistance will be made by the
NIST Grants Officer as described in the
FEDERAL REGISTER notice announcing
the competition. The award decision of
the NIST Grants Officer is final.

§296.21 Evaluation criteria.

A proposal must be determined to be
competitive against the Evaluation
Criteria set forth in this section to re-
ceive funding under the Program. Addi-
tionally, no proposal will be funded un-
less the Program determines that it
has scientific and technical merit and
that the proposed research has strong
potential for meeting identified areas
of critical national need.

(a)(1) The proposer(s) adequately ad-
dresses the scientific and technical
merit and how the research may result
in intellectual property vesting in a
United States entity including evi-
dence that:

(i) The proposed research is novel;

(ii) The proposed research is high-
risk, high-reward;

(iii) The proposer(s) demonstrates a
high level of relevant scientific/tech-
nical expertise for key personnel, in-
cluding contractors and/or informal
collaborators, and have access to the
necessary resources, for example re-
search facilities, equipment, materials,
and data, to conduct the research as
proposed;

(iv) The research result(s) has the po-
tential to address the technical needs
associated with a major societal chal-
lenge not currently being addressed;
and

(v) The proposed research plan is sci-
entifically sound with tasks, mile-
stones, timeline, decision points and
alternate strategies.

(2) Total weight of (a)(1)(i) through
(v) is 50%.

(b)(1) The proposer(s) adequately es-
tablishes that the proposed research
has strong potential for advancing the
state-of-the-art and contributing sig-

§296.22

nificantly to the United States science
and technology knowledge base and to
address areas of critical national need
through transforming the Nation’s ca-
pacity to deal with a major societal
challenge(s) that is not currently being
addressed, and generate substantial
benefits to the Nation that extend sig-
nificantly beyond the direct return to
the proposer including an explanation
in the proposal:

(i) Of the potential magnitude of
transformational results upon the Na-
tion’s capabilities in an area;

(ii) Of how and when the ensuing
transformational results will be useful
to the Nation; and

(iii) Of the capacity and commitment
of each award participant to enable or
advance the transformation to the pro-
posed research results (technology).

(2) Total weight of (b)(1)(i) through
(iii) is 50%.

§296.22 Award criteria.

NIST must determine that a proposal
successfully meets all of the Award
Criteria set forth in this section for the
proposal to receive funding under the
Program. The Award Criteria are:

(a) The proposal explains why TIP
support is necessary, including evi-
dence that the research will not be con-
ducted within a reasonable time period
in the absence of financial assistance
from TIP;

(b) The proposal demonstrates that
reasonable and thorough efforts have
been made to secure funding from al-
ternative funding sources and no other
alternative funding sources are reason-
ably available to support the proposal;

(c) The proposal explains the novelty
of the research (technology) and dem-
onstrates that other entities have not
already developed, commercialized,
marketed, distributed, or sold similar
research results (technologies);

(d) The proposal has scientific and
technical merit and may result in in-
tellectual property vesting in a United
States entity that can commercialize
the technology in a timely manner;

(e) The proposal establishes that the
research has strong potential for ad-
vancing the state-of-the-art and con-
tributing significantly to the United
States science and technology knowl-
edge base; and
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(f) The proposal establishes that the
proposed transformational research
(technology) has strong potential to
address areas of critical national need
through transforming the Nation’s ca-
pacity to deal with major societal chal-
lenges that are not currently being ad-
dressed, and generate substantial bene-
fits to the Nation that extend signifi-
cantly beyond the direct return to the
proposer.

Subpart C—Dissemination of
Program Results

§296.30 Monitoring and evaluation.

The Program will provide monitoring
and evaluation of areas of critical na-
tional need and its investments
through periodic analyses. It will de-
velop methods and metrics for assess-
ing impact at all stages. These anal-
yses will contribute to the establish-
ment and adoption of best practices.

§296.31 Dissemination of results.

Results stemming from the analyses
required by §296.30 will be disseminated
in periodic working papers, fact sheets,
and meetings, which will address the
progress that the Program has made
from both a project and a portfolio per-
spective. Such disseminated results
will serve to educate both external con-
stituencies as well as internal audi-
ences on research results, best prac-
tices, and recommended changes to ex-
isting operations based on solid anal-
ysis.

§296.32 Technical
services.

and educational

(a) Under the Federal Technology
Transfer Act of 1986, NIST has the au-
thority to enter into cooperative re-
search and development agreements
with non-Federal parties to provide
personnel, services, facilities, equip-
ment, or other resources except funds
toward the conduct of specified re-
search or development efforts which

15 CFR Subtitle B, Ch. Il (1-1-13 Edition)

are consistent with the missions of the
laboratory. In turn, NIST has the au-
thority to accept funds, personnel,
services, facilities, equipment and
other resources from the non-Federal
party or parties for the joint research
effort. Cooperative research and devel-
opment agreements do not include pro-
curement contracts or cooperative
agreements as those terms are used in
sections 6303, 6304, and 6305 of title 31,
United States Code.

(b) In no event will NIST enter into a
cooperative research and development
agreement with a recipient of an award
under the Program which provides for
the payment of Program funds from
the award recipient to NIST.

(c) From time to time, TIP may con-
duct public workshops and undertake
other educational activities to foster
the collaboration of funding Recipients
with other funding resources for pur-
poses of further development and diffu-
sion of TIP-related technologies. In no
event will TIP provide recommenda-
tions, endorsements, or approvals of
any TIP funding Recipients to any out-
side party.

§296.33 Annual report.

The Director shall submit annually
to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Science
and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report describing the
Technology Innovation Program’s ac-
tivities, including a description of the
metrics upon which award funding de-
cisions were made in the previous fis-
cal year, any proposed changes to those
metrics, metrics for evaluating the
success of ongoing and completed
awards, and an evaluation of ongoing
and completed awards. The first annual
report shall include best practices for
management of programs to stimulate
high-risk, high-reward research.
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